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NATHAN KIPNIS

WHY WE LOVE HIM: Like a renaissance man,
Kipnishasmastereddisciplinesrangingfromarts
tosciences.Yetinnewagestyle,hisoeuvretends
toallthingsgreen.Hispenchanttobuildfantas-
ticalLegoedificesandfully-wiredwoodenforts
led himtochoosearchitectureasaprofession
before 10.Butwhentheoilembargohitin 1973,
“Irealized ourresourcesare limited and we're
allgoingtohavetobuyintoenergy conscious
design.” That's when he knew he wanted to
specializeingreendesign,thoughtherewasno
nameforityet.Butsemanticsdidn‘tstandinhis
way;todayKipniscanwaxpoeticonenvironmen-
tallysoundtechnology,science,design,politics,
valuesandsports—nottomentionhisstillstellar
skateboarding.“Onagoodday,lcancranknine
old-skool 360's,” he says gleefully.

WHAT HE | DONE:  Kipnis was in the
vanguardwhenheenrolledintheUniversityof
ColoradoatBoulderforitsenvironmentaldesign
program,thenwenttoArizonaStateforaMaster
ofArchitectureinenergyconsciousdesign.And
trueto his calling, he's made green design his
priorityeversincehebeganpracticingin1985.
“At firstI'd be lucky to do one green projecta
year,"headmits.ButMayorDaley’s 1999Green
HomesforChicagoinitiativegavesustainable
buildingakick-start;Kipnisdesignedoneofthe
fivehomesselectedtobebuiltandhasbeengoing
full-tiltwithgreenworkeversince.Hisprojects
& 'ih B e Eoch project haveearnedhighEnergyStarratingsandspreads
s an opportunity to use the rules that make sense
for a specific site and the clients. None of my innationalsheltermagazines,includingRenova-
projects look the same. tion Style, Better Homes & Gardens, Coastal
Living and Natural Home.

Q. How would you describe your style?

Q. 50 is there a recurring theme inyour work?
A Yes..it all takes sustainability and environmen-
talism into account. You could say 'high design, Nathan Kipnis Architects, 1642 Payne St, Evanston, IL,
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